Deportation Prisons and Deportations are some of the most extreme
forms of state violence that enforce Europe‘s racist migration policies.
Hiding in plain sight, the , Polizeianhaltezentrum® in Hernals is the big-
gest prison for illegalised migrants awaiting deportation in Austria.

This Zine tells the story of one of the few people who found a way to
get out before being deported.
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Wlaglall fe aade (ole Jeandl bl
stopdeportationsvienna.noblogs.org

www. no-racism.net/deportatiNO/
www.globaldetentionproject.org/countrie ...
no-racism.net/upload/446141670.pdf
deserteursberatung.at

Parlamentarische Anfrage ,; "Freipressungen" mittels Hungerstreik ;. 4Jl,3.1 Schubhaft:
https:/ /www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XX/AB/AB_03878 /fname_132189.pdf
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Deportation Prison
Vienna, 2019
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JACK Kollektiv

ry. c

We are a collective of individuals from different backgrounds who
creatively work against structural racism in our society. Autonomous
and self-organised, we aim to use various strategies to visualise the
racism underlying our society, motivate people to take action against
it and raise money to assist those affected by it.
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Links to get more information:
stopdeportationsvienna.noblogs.org
www.no-racism.net/deportatiNO/
www.globaldetentionproject.org/countrie...
no-racism.net/upload/446141670.pdf
deserteursberatung.at
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Parlamentarische Anfrage zu , Freipressungen® mittels Hungerstreik
aus der Schubhatft: https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XX/AB/

AB_03878/fname_132189.pdf
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Behind the white walls of a building on Hernalser Giirtel in Vienna,
there is a deportation prison called PAZ Hernals. Only some small
signs reading ,Polizei’, and the discreet bars on the windows give any
indication of what is happening inside. Hiding in plain sight, this is
the biggest deportation center in Austria, where people are inprisoned
who have been denied the right to live in this country. It is an import-
ant example of the highly developed, but mostly invisible infrastruc-
ture that upholds the racist regime of European migration politics.

There are 9 ,Polizeianhaltezentren, (Police Deportation Centers) in
Austria, as well as 1 deportation prison run by Global Security firm
G4S in Vordernberg, and 1 Family Deportation Centre in the Zinner-
gasse in Vienna. According to the interior ministry, there were 18033
people detained in these prisons between 2013 and 2018. The condi-
tions are terrible, with numerous documented instances of personnel
subjecting inmates to violent and racist abuse. Prisoners are pressured
to ‘voluntarily‘ leave the country with the threat with a prolonged stay
in the prison ending with a forceful deportation.

There are few ways to resist once a person has been captured, which
leads prisoners to risk their own health to protest. Of the 18033 people
inprisoned in the last five years, the interior ministry released figures
stating that 3714 people went on hunger strike (2848 in PAZ Hernals).
There were also 111 people who attempted suicide (74 in PAZ Her-
nals). It is important to note that the statistic refers to the amount of
people committing these acts, not quoting the number of individual
incidents. This shows the attempt of the interior ministry to keep the
numbers low, as when people do multiple hunger strikes or repeatedly
attempt suicide, they are still only counted as one. Moreover, it is clear
that not all cases are reported: in September and October of 2018, only
2 attempted suicides were reported, while in fact there was a widely
publicised case of 6 people, known as Hernals 6, setting fire to their
cell in an attempt to resist their deportations in September.
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In fact, a hunger strike can lead to release from a deportation prison,
but only if the inmate’s life is at extreme risk. The prison system tries
in this way to avoid taking responsibility if the inmate dies or suffers
long term harm. As in the case of the Hernals 6, who are awaiting trial
for arson, resistance to the deportation system is criminalised and
depoliticised.

On the outside, it is important to show solidarity to the victims of
racist state violence, and to spread information about this oppressive
system. This zine shares the story of one of us who has been detained
in PAZ Hernals and managed to get out without being deported. It is
one of the few stories from a deportation prison that has some kind of
happy ending. The illustrations are made both from memory by the
person who was inside, and by others responding to his stories.
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